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Colonel Edward Nicholls, who had already made
himself obnoxious to the United States by his
conduct at Pensacola.

At the close of the war Nicholls and his men
built a fort on the Apalachicola, fifteen miles
from the Gulf, and began again to collect and or-
ganize fugitive slaves, Indians, and adventurers of
every sort, whom they employed on raids into the
territory of the United States and in attacks upon
its inhabitants. The Creeks were falsely informed
that in the Treaty of Ghent the United States had
promised to give up all lands taken from them
during the late war, and they were thus incited to
rise in vindication of their alleged rights. What
Nicholls was aiming at came out when, in com-
pany with several chieftains, he returned to Eng-
land to ask for an alliance between the "mother
country" and his buccaneer state. He met no en-
couragement, however, and in reply to an Ameri-
can protest the British Government repudiated his
acts. His r61e was nevertheless promptly taken
up by a misguided Scotch trader, Alexander Ar-
buthnot, and the reign of lawlessness continued.

After all, it was Spain's business to keep order
on the frontier; and the United States waited a
year and a half for the Madrid Government to give